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Introduction

An inaccessible built environment affects all members of society. However, for people with
disabilities, the barriers to equal participation in society due to an inaccessible environment are

much greater.

On a daily basis, people with disabilities are faced with barriers, which effectively exclude
them from participating as equal citizens. Many of these barriers relate to the accessibility of
their built environment. The difficulties experienced by people with disabilities, as well as
older people, in accessing services and facilities, could also be a factor in them feeling isolated

and socially excluded.

National Disability Strategy

The National Disability Strategy (NDS) was launched in September 2004 and proposes a
number of measures that will have significant impact on built environment accessibility. The
NDS comprises legislative proposals, including a Disability Bill, and six Outline Sectoral Plans

which have been produced by individual Government departments.

The Outline Sectoral Plan published by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and
Local Government (DEHLG), will also have an impact on built environment accessibility.
One of the key objectives of the DEHLG plan is to promote universal access to public spaces,

buildings and services owned and operated by local authorities.

Limerick County Council made a submission in 2005 to the Department of Environment,
Heritage and Local Government under the National Disability Strategy - Local Government
Outline Sectoral Plan. The objectives of this submission is very much in keeping with Limerick
County Council adopted the Barcelona Declaration in April 2002. The submission was made

under the headings of:

Newcastle West as a Pilot Town

O

O

Training in Disability Awareness
o Provision of Information in accessible format: WEB Accessibility Proposal

o Accessibility Audits
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Barcelona Declaration

The Barcelona Declaration is a manifesto that aims to create an inclusive society. It contains
specific goals, which relate to all aspects of our lives, including social, environmental and
economic issues. The aim of the Declaration is to encourage local government to make
provision for the inclusion of people with disabilities in the community in which it represents.

Limerick County Council adopted the Barcelona Declaration in April 2002.

Adopting the Barcelona Declaration obliges Local Authorities to:

1. Promotion
Promote disability awareness and ensure the rights of people with disabilities to be different

and their right to receive personal attention

2. Policies and Measures

Develop policies and an equality/disability proof decision-making process

3. Consultative process

Develop a consultative process

4. Inclusion and accessibility
Provide people with disabilities access to the social and physical environments as well as

services

5. Training

Provide training programmes dealing with equality/disability issues

6. Analysis and Assessment
Develop monitoring, evaluation and impact assessment procedures for actions, projects and

policies regarding equality/disability issues.

Compiled by Gerard O’Connor West Limerick Independent Living



Access 4 All

Newcastle West as a Pilot Town (Access 4 All)

Accessibility to the built environment affects a large number of people within society. It is

accepted throughout the European Union that at any one time 15-20% of the population will

14/01/2006

have a significant level of disability of a temporary or permanent nature.

Limerick County Council nominated Newcastle West as a pilot town for the introduction of
measures to improve access for people with a disability. Limerick County Council setup a

working group (Access 4 All) to develop and monitor progress, the group is made up of the

following organisations.

oy oy o oy

Working Towards Access

Brother's of Charity, Newcastle West

Disability Federation of Ireland (DFI)

Irish Wheelchair Association

National Association for Deaf People

West Limerick Independent Living

West Limerick Resources

Limerick County Council

National Council for the Blind

Newcastle West Senior Citizen’s Group
Newcastle West & District Chamber of Commerce
Newcastle West Community Council

People with Disabilities, Ireland (PwDI)
Rathfredagh Cheshire Home

West Limerick Community Development Project

Awareness Projects

In 2005 the Access 4 All group initiated the following awareness projects in the town of
Newcastle West.
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Parking on Footpaths Poster Campaign

The parking on footpaths poster campaign was the first project initiated by the Access 4 All
group. The poster campaign was designed to prevent people parking their vehicles on

footpaths, which is a safety hazard to others and illegal.

Parents with buggies and people who use wheelchairs experience the most difficulty, when a
car is parked on the footpath, pedestrians may be forced onto the road in order to move around

the vehicle blocking their access to the pathway.

The poster informs people that they are breaking the law if they park on footpaths and this
offence poses a real danger to residents, particularly for children and the elderly, as well as

people with a disability or vision impairment.

1. Parking on Footpaths Poster

Think before you park!

& ACCESSAALL ﬂﬁ
- MEWCASTLE WEST ‘ i‘

Parking on fooipaths causes Obstructions
to Pedestrians and also can be dangerous !

Mewcastle Wast
Buzsiness Associalion
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Access Awareness leaflets

West Limerick Independent Living in consultation with Limerick County Council and a
number of disability organisations designed an Access Awareness Information Leaflets. The
leaflets featured drawing designed by Newbridge Access group to illustrate some of the
barriers experience by people with physical and sensory disabilities when accessing shops,

restaurants and pubs etc.

Access For All Information Leaflet. Side 1

% ﬁ % — ﬂ
#'..— sl | ———— | L]
%Q‘E #"ﬂ*‘:'-.F"““ - ’ EE i = i | Frwwrenees i e fnd step i afuciing cRange

| and bulkling a e Indusve Seinmutity loe
#ll ciliveds. So0s change should e sbesssd a5
B FTeEstmmal, making & premises soessible,
wil make lile pases lor ey mhers. ey

4 H“ i m plder pergle, § pemnn pushing & by,
a barrker-hres nmeans camying ey bondi.
baslit envirenment
PR Mot e
Physical or e T —

Sensory disabilities al il Teb (01} S0BBASG
e e =

_§ Tek(068) 77120
I
o ‘Webalta mvw Bmericeiloom

Pimmnan ¥ / ;
ﬁ h -& A (e [ e
P ™ 1 ey il b gl P B
= el = e arteen gt ie i e T

Access For All Infoomadion Leaflat. Side ?

mmm:“m:‘f:mmnmm SLHELAL REQUIREMENTS %“m: ”i
AESPONSEEILITY —

i .
Bl o Dand [T The pemertage of pecple st d bl in

To Ehal Erad b SOt B 1D L -
Lq_':::":‘lh 8 ;ﬁp:i‘:;"g::u:;.;l-‘:qm?: ran Ty Hard ai e :"""“-“'II Hewcashe West toven i just over L0 of
Imprown ecrees conudemshly. Making pramises Biphted bsmring | el the populstion and in the West Limarick ares
oocuss ik is good lor Dusines. CTasges mades = - | ¥ sl there are smost 2000, people with deabilties
o accorpdaiy prople with § dieahilty wilk: = e _-i—- -

+ Mabe @l cursnosrars feel vaued S § e o by @ person mich 2 disability and denies,

# U DA rhimis [T Fmy T BOOEES D Ol &) opid Oy e
ERfBNG: P UBhn Emages T rest of EFe coemmunily. A decndon LS vl D

L Inl_m: ST CLERLOPRET B Dy PR Wi T wumrfuminl diocion, pharmacisl, dentish, Bardnoer, o
Birdre=E porrashie b b sldar macket shatscEa R Lreey Ara :;;,'E,ﬂm v b umwtion, will | be abie o
i = K
BoE & Tl fust Bhe phesscal fasiuees sech s i whasichak
&%y e and cpis st sss sheut other s 1§ e A Frarrm (]
i g .I::'"q . er— Too aftan tha answar & No
frradam
are warn Serrwih. wasily | =T =
® Vour inforTratin i i ke prink s oftes lormat, T, Fa- gl Ariaeed g 1
4 Thene are np chestrachons in reubes or doorams. werfeces Rasdnpts i |
§ Dagns A clear Jrd in conirasy oo el bk roes rad Craml byfriang jaslt
& Ligrineg ang aetaoan Nee ot ovlernee and ranlaeng H‘.':n-"h ml:lﬂ' i il |
& Sall urdarilasd hiss 08 bmnenCale efectieely, Ll gilidky L -
& Frdadon icops B sl SomrmureeaRin FEEeT Ee Fhgkind pooois Bnciity sarvesl 2 . I
¥ Acoensihin trarmpart end parkng ard avillask |
nearby,

ST o ]
| [ T e BT ]
Bl b8 BV S PR 57 P P

— . _ . TR

Compiled by Gerard O’Connor West Limerick Independent Living



Access 4 All 14/01/2006

Feedback

Two students on work experience with West Limerick Independent Living, distribute the

leaflets and also compiled a questionnaire; the primary objective of the questionnaire was to

obtain feedback from the general public on the value of the awareness initiatives.

Findings of Questionnaire:

Of the premises visited 5 of the 11 fast-food/restaurants were partially accessible.
4 of the 25 bars were accessible.
1 night club was accessible.

Most fashion, shoe, jewellery, butchers and grocery shops were partially accessible.

Partially Accessible: The level of access, including usability & safety accommodates some people with disabilities

Feedback:

All business surveyed thought that distributing these leaflets was a good idea.

From interviewing the business owners it was apparent that when they think about
accessibility it is normally only people that use wheelchairs that they think about.
None of those interviewed mentioned people with sensory disabilities.

Business owners referred a lot to entry into the premises but never mentioned
accessibility within the premises itself.

While some of the shops were accessible to get into, when inside the layout was very
cluttered and the aisles in the shop very narrow.

The fact that most of the bars and restaurants are inaccessible to people with disabilities
means that there is a poor social life available to those with disabilities in the town of
Newcastle West.

Some business owners contradicted themselves saying on one hand accessibility to
businesses should be compulsory but on the other hand they said they weren’t sure if
they would consider accessibility when carrying out renovations.

One particular business owner said that she couldn’t complete the questionnaire
because her premises were totally inaccessible, she explained that she is only renting
the premises and that it wouldn’t be economically viable to make the premises
accessible.

She said there is no grant available to make the premises accessible.

Many business owners complained about inaccessible and narrow footpaths in the

town.
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e Those business owners with inaccessible premises showed embarrassment when filling
up the questionnaires.
e This was a positive outcome as they said they would consider people with disabilities

more when making future renovations.

Recommendations

The distributing of access information leaflets definitely caused business owners in Newcastle
West to reflect on the accessibility of their premises to people with disabilities. Awareness
regarding access is an ongoing issue, these initiatives need to be repeated on a ongoing basis to

keep the issue in the public domain.

The issue around the enforcement of parking regulations outside of the town center needs to be
addressed by the relevant authorities i.e. Gardai and County Council. Parking on footpaths and

double parking is a problem in a number of areas through out the town.

The current fine for illegal parking is not a sufficient penalty or deterrent and needs to be

increased significantly to be a read deterrent for people who park illegally.

A media campaign should be developed focusing on increased levels of public awareness.

Conclusion

The right to access the built environment is essential for the realisation of a society based upon
equal rights. However, inadequate or restricted access to the built environment remains a
significant barrier, which restricts the equal participation of people with disabilities in Irish

society, much work remains.
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